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Elementary Hindi GH 191 
Instructor information  
Instructor: Srijeet Mukherjee 
Office: LA 146 A 
Email: srijeet.mukherjee@mso.umt.edu 
Phone:406-243-2896 
Office hours: Thursday 2:00p.m. – 3:00p.m. 
       Friday 11:00a.m. – 12:00p.m. 
                      Also by prior appointment 
 
Course description 
 
Introduction and Course Objectives 
Elementary Hindi is designed for people with no prior knowledge of the language. Hindi is one of the official languages of India, 
spoken by more than 40% of India’s population and approximately 422 million people worldwide.  It derives from Sanskrit which is a 
member of the Proto Indo-Iranian group of languages and is a distant relative of Old Persian.  
We will learn Modern Standard Hindi (Khari Boli), written in the Devanagari script. This is a four-credit course, with four fifty-minute 
classes per week. You are also required to spend time listening to and working with the CDs which are part of the text book.  
Learning Outcomes:  
 
1. Our goal in the first year is to develop beginning-level proficiency in speaking and understanding Hindi, as well as to develop familiarity with 
the alphabet and script, and to make progress with learning how to read and write the language. 
 
2. Students will acquire a basic knowledge of Hindi enabling them to speak and comprehend Hindi at an elementary level. 
 
3. By the end of the semester you should be able to converse on a variety of simple topics related to daily life and know how to read and write 
simple words and sentences; introduce themselves by speaking in simple sentences and understand simple sentences when spoken to. 
 
4. A further objective will be to introduce you to elements of traditional and contemporary Indian society through the language. This will be done 
informally and will not be part of the evaluation process. 
 
Required textbooks:  
 
Rupert Snell and Simon Weightman, Complete Hindi with two Audio CDs (McGraw-Hill, 2011).  
 
 ISBN-13:978-0071766081 ISBN-10:0071766081  
 
 
Course Calendar:  
Dates  Topic  
August 31 Introduction to India and to the 
Hindi language (its history, 
variants, script and sounds). 
Places where Hindi is spoken. 
(pp. XII-XVI) 
 
Sept 5 Familiarizing with the script 
corresponding with sounds. 
Phonetic drills. 
Sept 6 Writing Hindi Vowels 
Sept 7 Writing Hindi Consonants 
Sept 11 Writing Consonants continued. 
Short revision of script and 
sounds. 
Sept 12 Writing Consonants continued. 
Short revision of script and 
sounds. 
Dates  Topic  
Sept 13 Writing and learning dependent 
vowel sounds. 
Sept 14 Conjunct formation. Revision of 
all vowels and consonants. 
Sept 18 Conjunct formation. Revision of 
all vowels and consonants. 
Sept 19 Begin Lesson 1 Monday. Snell 
pp. 1-4. 
Sept 20 Snell pp. 5-7 
Sept 21 Snell pp. 8-10 
Sept 25 Snell pp. 11 – translation;  
Sept 26 Revisiting vocabulary introduced 
in the lesson. 
Sept 27 Introducing Hindi Numerals 
Sept 28 Hindi Numerals contd. 1-10 
Oct 2 General recapitulation and 
discussion 
Oct 3 Begin Lesson 2. Snell pp. 15-17 
Oct 4 Continue Lesson 2. Snell pp. 18-
20. 
Oct 5 Continue Lesson 2. Snell pp. 21 – 
25 
Oct 9 Revision from pp. 18 – 25 
Oct 10 Test on Lesson 1 & 2 
Oct 11 Begin Lesson 3. Snell pp. 29-32 
Oct 12 Cont. Lesson 3. Snell pp. 33-37 
Oct 16 Cont. Lesson 3. Snell pp. 38-42 
Oct 17 General recapitulation and 
discussion. 
Oct 18 Test on Lesson 3 
Oct 19 Begin Lesson 4. Snell pp. 43-48 
Oct 23 Cont. Lesson 4.Snell pp. 49-55 
Oct 24 Continue Lesson 4. Snell pp. 56 – 
58. General recapitulation and 
discussion. 
Oct 25 Test on Lesson 4 
Oct 26 Begin lesson 5 pp. 59 – 63 
Oct 30 Cont. Lesson 5. Snell pp. 64-68 
Oct 31 Cont. Lesson 5. Snell pp. 69-75 
Nov 1 General recapitulation and 
discussion. 
Nov 2 Test on Lesson 5 
Nov 6 Begin Lesson 6 Snell pp. 76 – 81 
Nov 7 Cont. Lesson 6 Snell pp. 82 – 86 
Nov 8 Cont. Lesson 6 Snell pp. 88 – 93 
Nov 9 General recapitulation and 
discussion. 
Nov 13 Test on Lesson 6 
Nov 14 Revision on the Oblique case 
Nov 15 Revision of numbers (1- 10); 
Kinship terms; days of the week 
Nov 16 Revision of the vocative case 
Nov 20 Revision of ‘ka’ as possessive 
marker 
Nov 21 Revision of ‘ko’ with direct and 
indirect objects 
Dates  Topic  
Nov 27 Revising Compound postpositions 
Nov 28 General recapitulation and 
discussion 
Nov 29 Class quiz 
Nov 30 Over all doubt clarification 
Dec 4 to Dec 7 Self Revision 
December 18 Final Exam 
Please note that I will not be in Missoula for the period of Dec 6 – Dec 11. I will have limited access to e-mails and will be 
checking my e-mails infrequently. 
Required assignments and tests:  
Assignments given during teaching of each lesson and tests after every lesson or every two lessons should be submitted and taken. 
Course guidelines and policies:  
Attendance  
 
Attend all classes. Anyone absent eight times (including excused absences) will receive a failing grade for the course. More than three unexcused 
absences will affect your grade negatively. Unexcused late arrivals will be counted as absences. Except in cases of emergency, please inform me 
in advance if you have to miss a class, or come late or leave early 
Disability modifications  
The University of Montana assures equal access to instruction through collaboration between students with disabilities, instructors, 
and Disability Services for Students. If you think you may have a disability adversely affecting your academic performance, and you 
have not already registered with Disability Services, please contact Disability Services in Lommasson Center 154 or call 
406.243.2243. I will work with you and Disability Services to provide an appropriate modification.  
 
Assignment expectations Complete and submit all assignments on time. In case there are issues in conceptual clarity, kindly inform me 
when the assignment is being given to you; not on the date of submission.  
 
 
Grading policy  
Class attendance 20%       
Class Participation 15% 
Homework 20% 
Mid-term 15%   
Final 30% 
Extra Credit 
You can earn up to 3 points extra credit by attendance at the conversation sessions. 
 
